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Introduction 

The Department of Examinations liaises and collaborates with MATSEC Office to 

coordinate the administration of the May and September MATSEC Exam 

sessions. 

The Department takes the necessary measures to ensure, so far as is reasonably 

practicable, excessive noise prevention and/or mitigation within the selected 

exam centre venues during the whole duration of exam time. 
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Noise Management Measures 

The following measures are adopted by the Department of Examinations to 

safeguard reasonably practicable noise management in Exam Centres during 

MATSEC exams: 

1. Compilation of venue availability including relevant information related to 

school-based activities/events through direct communication with the Head 

of School and/or School Leadership Team. 

 

2. Confirmation of specific classroom/hall use on actual exam days with Head 

of School and/or School Leadership Team, following final Exam Centre 

selection by MATSEC. 

 

3. Meeting with Head of School and/or School Leadership Team 

representatives prior to MATSEC Exam session start, to secure smooth exam 

progression aligned to noise management procedures such as minimizing 

noise during change of lessons and break time.  (Meeting is held conjointly 

with DG DES.) 

 

4. Meetings with appointed Exam Centre Supervisors, Assistant Supervisors 

and Invigilators prior to exam session start, to ensure adherence to 

established exam noise management procedures. 

 

5. Review of Noise Management Checklist within Exams Dept. Form 6 

(Appendix 1) compiled by Exam Centre Supervisors, to monitor overall noise 

management within Exam Centres and review of Centre Irregularity Forms 
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compiled by Exam Centre Supervisors, to check for any occurrence of 

excessive noise reports. 

 

6. Display of SILENCE - EXAM IN PROGRESS signs within relevant Exam Centre 

main areas and corridors. 

 

7. Provision of Police Officer service within each Exam Centre to maintain order 

within venue entrance. 

 

8. Provision of specific Access Arrangements to students with hearing 

impairments and other conditions as stipulated by the Access Disability 

Support Unit (ADSU) and MATSEC Office. 

 

9. Provision of IT Support Staff to ensure adequate sound checks prior and 

during specific subject exams including Physical Education, Music and 

Foreign Languages, making use of the Interactive Board facilities.  

 

10. For examinations involving video and audio, the IT Support Staff conduct a 

sound check in front of the candidates prior to the start of the exam. 

 

11. Prompt reporting of excessive noise incidents within specific Exam Centres, 

to MATSEC Office, by the Exam Centre Supervisor. 

 

12. As regards MATSEC exams held at the Gozo Examinations Centre, timely 

communication about exam dates and time with the Ministry for Gozo 

(MGOZ), and other relevant authorities. 
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Conclusion 

The Department of Examinations, in collaboration with MATSEC office, is fully 

committed to further strengthening the noise management procedures within 

MATSEC Exam Centres, to ensure optimal examination conditions for 

candidates. This protocol is reviewed annually. 
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